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RACHID KHIMOUNE
Painter / Sculptor

Rachid Khimoune was born in Decazeville (France), in 1953 in a Kabyle family.
After graduating from Paris Art School in 1974, he started painting before moving to sculpture.
Rachid Khimoune started exhibiting in 1975 and has since put several of his artwork and sculptures
in different museums as well as in public and private collections worldwide.

Rachid Khimoune manages to give a new life, an edge to insignificant objects

like a sewer cover, an old socket outlet....

In fact, Rachid Khimoune's realm is an imaginary world filled with real and invented animals
made-up with daily life objects. What he calls his "bestiary' has now received

internafional critical acclaim.
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“Rachid Khimoune - Children of the World”
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21 Children of the World have already been installed.

The First Serie was installed
in Paris Bercy in 2001 (France)

The Third Serie was installed
in Shanghai during the World Exhibition in 2010
(China)

The Second Serie was installed
in Abu Dhabi after the Art Fair in 2008

(United Arab Emirates)
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“The Children of the World" is one of Rachid Khimoune's greatest pieces.

These bronze scuptures represent different countries and symbolize the entrance into the 21st century.

This contempory work was mounted in Paris in 2001, in Bercy’s gardens, located between the National Library of France and the Government Finance Department.
These monumental pieces are dressed with the modern roots of today's urban life : sewer covers, tree plates and grids...

Rachid Khimoune searched these “street's skins” for more than 40 years in big cities all over the world.

Early in 80's, Rachid thought of “Children of the World” when watching his daughter and friends dancing hand in hands in kindergarten's courtyard.
As he explains , «although all streets are the same, sewer plates and grids around trees are as different from one city to another as are tattoos on skin”.
“These signs even reveal a city’s identfity... | would have molded the words Water - Decontamination - Gas - Electricity, in all the languages of the world”.

Looking for the original roots in people, Rachid Khimoune has travelled the world, molding with elastomer paving stones, sewer plates, broken bitumen,

all of which he calls “extraterrestrials” - extracted from the ground - fo then dress his characters, as a designer would.

Children have always been associated with the process of creation of these castings.

“In the street, driven by curiosity, they have always been the first to come help me, either when I'm looking for a location or when I'm setting up the elastomer.
Without any explanation, they naturally understand that this piece will exist”.



Thanks to the generosity of prestigious sponsors and presidents, the copy of each sculpture displayed, goes back to its native city,
giving many different sister cities around the world.

To this day, the following Children of the World have been adopted in Monaco, Mexico, Andorra, ltaly, Morocco, and China.
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Haomi the African

&r\ tn20 the ltalian

Jeanne the Russian Doll

Mu-tan the Chinese

“elipe the Mexican

leanapticte the Monegasque

Lo 111 Parisien

“ve the German

11 the Tunisian

Antonio the Brazilian

Lonio the Arab

'« the Egypfian

Jirn the New-Yorker

Dick the Englisman

Marie Cormen the Spanish

Wahatmo the Indian

lyoko the Japanese

{ahino the Kabyle

Wassim the Moroccan

\love the Canadian

Je0n the Swiss
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“Rachid Khimoune's Peace Turtles”

1 000 turtles, symbolizing the war atrocities.

The turtles were created unsung helmets from different war armies ( German, Russian and American... )

The turtle is the symbol of wisdom and humanity : It hibernates most of the year and comes out during the spring.
The cycle sadly depicts the recurring suffering linked to the War.

This is why Rachid Khimoune decided to do a set up with turiles, to symbolize peace.



""Rachid Khimoune - Bronze turtles”
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"Rachid Khimoune - Masks"
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“Rachid Khimoune - Bestiaire” . .- 1 it
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"Rachid Khimoune - Fishes”’
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ATELIER RACHID KHIMOUNE

+33 9811749 36
T@RACHIDKHIMOUNE.COM
WWW.RACHIDKHIMOUNE.COM

IKHIMOUNE

CON’



